
Mr. Gary Lynn Wake
June 21, 1950 - October 8, 2017

Gary Lynn Wake, a lifelong resident of Willow Springs, passed away the
morning of Sunday, October 8th, 2017. He was born in Mtn. Grove, MO on
June 21, 1950 to Arlin and June (Havens) Wake. 

 

Gary grew up in Willow Springs and attended the local school until he started
working in the family logging business. He was drafted into the United States
Army at age 19 and served a 2 year tour in Vietnam. Upon returning home he
continued to work at the family business with his dad and three brothers. On
September 1, 1972 he married the love of his life, Connie Tooley. To this union
one daughter was born. Gary and Connie remained happily married for the
next 45 years. 

 

Gary was a one of a kind; he was loved by many and hated by none. He
never met a stranger and was always ready to talk. He was the first to jump in
and help and the last to leave someone in need. He was a very hard working
husband and father, his family never needed for anything because of his over
the top work ethic. Early on, his passions included fishing, camping and
playing the banjo. He spent countless weekends fishing with his nephews and
teaching them the love of the outdoors. After his logging accident he became
very passionate about his banjo and woodworking. There is a very good
chance that his handcrafted wood pieces can be found in homes throughout



the Ozarks. Hands down his greatest love was his family. He lived to spoil his
daughter and 2 granddaughters, Emily and Madelyn. He referred to his wife,
daughter and granddaughters as “his girls” quite often and never let his
disabilities get in the way of providing for them. He had a heart that was full of
love and didn't think twice when he was asked to welcome his son in law
Brody into the family 21 years ago. His love for bluegrass music brought many
lifelong friends into his life and a true bond that stood the test of time. His kind,
loving and positive spirit will never be forgotten. 
Gary was preceded in death by his parents Arlin and June Wake,
grandparents and mother in law Erma Tooley. 

 

He is survived by his wife Connie of Willow Springs; his daughter, Brooke and
husband, Brody; two granddaughters, Emily and Madelyn Fair all of Willow
Springs. He is further survived by his brothers, Richard and wife, Pat Wake;
Rick and wife, Glenda Wake and Allen Wake also all of Willow Springs. Many
nieces and nephews also survive. 

 

Funeral services for Mr. Wake will be held Tuesday, October 10, 2017 at 11:00
AM at the Willow Funeral Home with Pastor Jeff Conger officiating. Visitation
will be held one hour prior to the commencement of the service. Burial will
follow at the Willow Springs City Cemetery. Arrangements are under the
direction of Willow Funeral Home. On-line condolences may be left at www.wil
lowspringsfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Willow Springs City Cemetery

State Rte DD
Willow Springs, MO 65793

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Willow Funeral Home, LLC
106 E 3rd St
Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3141

Service

OCT 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

Willow Funeral Home, LLC
106 E 3rd St
Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3141
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Nancy Murdy Logsdon - February 18, 2018 at 02:50 AM

Just now saw that Gary had passed away two weeks before our
mom did. Have great memories of playing bluegrass with him.
Prayers to the family, Nancy Murdy Logsdon.

Mary Sue Meal - October 11, 2017 at 10:59 AM

Mary Sue Meal lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Gary Lynn Wake

Evelyn (Lovan) Thornton - October 11, 2017 at 08:46 AM

My deepest sympathy to his family.

Teresa Romans - October 10, 2017 at 04:03 PM

Ms. Connie and girls.........no one needs to tell you what a great guy
Gary was. Truly a hard-working gentleman and all around great guy.
He will be missed so very much. Randall & Teresa Romans
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Kenneth and Beth Groom - October 09, 2017 at 01:58 PM

Gary was a wonderful friend to us. Sometimes we visited on the
phone and other times at his shop. He made us several things that
we will cherish forever. We always shared stories about our grand-
daughters...he sure loved his family. We will sure miss him but
cherish the good visits we shared. We can't be there tomorrow but
hold your family close in our hearts and prayers. Heaven gained
another angel.

Shawna Rose - October 09, 2017 at 09:22 AM

I will miss Gary very much.


