
Mrs. Jo Wilbanks
August 27, 1921 - January 8, 2017

Margaret Elizabeth "Jo" Wilbanks went to her heavenly home Sunday,
January 8, 2017 while at Willow Care Nursing Home due to natural causes.
Born August 27, 1921 to James and Kate 
( Austin ) Lovan in Willow Springs , MO ; she was 95 years old. 

 

Jo (as she was known) became a Christian at the age of 12 and later was
active in the Beginner Department and church choir at the First Baptist Church
in Willow Springs. 

 

Jo attended and graduated from Willow Springs High School , Class of 1939,
then went on to attend one year at Teachers' College in Springfield , MO. In
1942, she married William F. Fisk and to this union three children were born:
William, Theresa, and Robert. 

 

In 1962, she was married to Ira W. Wilbanks and was blessed with two step-
daughters, Kay and Pam. She and Ira owned and operated the Willow Springs
News until their retirement in 1983. Jo had many interests in life. She had a
great love for her family, her church, and loved to visit with friends. When she
was younger, she greatly enjoyed dancing and playing tennis. Her primary
interest was mentoring her grandchildren, playing the piano for Sunday
School, and she also loved to read and work puzzles. Jo was very faithful to
call every member of her family on their birthday. 



Jo is preceded in death by her husband, Ira; her parents, ten siblings, and her
step-daughter, Pam. 

 

She is survived by one step-daughter, Kay Holloway and her husband, Gary
of Hollister, MO; her son, William and his wife, Linda of Pensacola, FL;
Theresa (Terry) Young and her husband, Mike of Willow Springs; and her son,
Robert and his wife, Candace of Springfield. She is further survived by twelve
grandchildren, fifteen great grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews.
Jo will be greatly missed by her family, as well as all who knew her. 

 

The family has asked that in lieu of flowers, memorial donations be made to
the Willow Springs Scholarship Fund; First Baptist Church of Willow Springs;
or to the Willow Springs Public Library and may be left at the funeral home. 

 

A family night/visitation for Jo will be held Wednesday, January 11, from 6pm-
-8pm at the Willow Funeral Home. Funeral Services will follow on Thursday,
January 12th at 11 am at the First Baptist Church in Willow Springs with
interment at the Willow Springs City Cemetery . Arrangements are under the
direction of Willow Funeral Home. On-line condolences may be left at www.wil
lowspringsfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Willow Springs City Cemetery

State Rte DD
Willow Springs, MO 65793

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 11. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Willow Funeral Home, LLC
106 E 3rd St
Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3141

Service

JAN 12. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Baptist Church
402 N Harris Street
Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3295
http://firstbaptistws.org

http://firstbaptistws.org/
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Craig Hollander - January 15, 2017 at 11:44 AM

Aunt Jo ( my Mom's - Jane Hollander's Aunt ) will be terribly missed.
I know she was one of my Mom's favorite Aunts! Any time I had the
pleasure of visiting Willow Springs I enjoyed seeing Aunt Jo! 
 
Craig Hollander

Donna Allen - January 12, 2017 at 12:22 PM

I never had the pleasure of meeting this wonderful lady but her
son,William, Bill to his wife's family, is genuinely a loving father and
Grandfather. He is a devoted Christian man who gives to others
anyway he can. He had to learn this somewhere and as a Mother of
three sons I know it starts at home. That says a lot about his
Mother. Bill we love you and Linda and share in your grief but also
rejoice with the Angles.

Dane Hicks - January 11, 2017 at 12:41 PM

I remember her always seeming like a really kind woman; gentle
humor, easy to laugh with. My mom & dad had a lot of respect for Jo
& Ira – they were the kind of people that made Willow Springs a
great place to grow up. 

 – Dane Hicks
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January 10, 2017 at 12:23 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Mrs. Jo Wilbanks.

James, Shelley, and Megan Kilpatric - January 10, 2017 at
10:07 AM

James, Shelley, and Megan Kilpatric purchased
the Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers for the
family of Mrs. Jo Wilbanks.

Mary Sue Meal - January 10, 2017 at 08:13 AM

To the family of a really nice Lady, Jo, was
always very nice to me, we would meet in the
grocery, an have a little visit, she always had
a great smile. Terry, I know you an your
families will miss her. Mary Sue Meal

Pinky Gum - January 09, 2017 at 09:58 PM

What a dear lady...Jo was always a joy to be around. I will miss
visiting with her and receiving her cards and phone calls, but sweet
memories of her will always remain close at heart! Pinky Gum

https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=781&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 09, 2017 at 09:24 PM

White Standing Spray was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Jo Wilbanks.

January 09, 2017 at 08:16 PM

Pink & White Mixed Fireside Basket was
purchased for the family of Mrs. Jo Wilbanks.

Lois Caldwell - January 09, 2017 at 06:52 PM

Lois Caldwell lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Jo Wilbanks

https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=608&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=608&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

