
Johnnie R. Sherrill
September 1, 1920 - March 17, 2015

Ray Sherrill passed away from natural causes Tuesday, March 17, 2015 while
at Christian Health Care in Lebanon, MO at the age of 94 years, 6 months, 16
days. 

 

Johnnie Ray Sherrill was born September 1, 1920 in Nagle, MO to Charles
Walter and Ella Elaine (Masters) Sherrill. Ray spent his early years in Nagle
growing up on the family farm. He graduated from high school in
Summersville, MO. In 1942, he enlisted in the US Army where he proudly
served his Country during World War II for 3 years as an automotive
mechanic. During that time, he was stationed in such places as England,
France, Belgium, Holland, and Germany. 

Ray and Mary Lawrence O'Kelly were married May 25, 1944. They started
their family in Willow Springs, moved to Wichita, KS for a few years, and
eventually settled down back in Willow Springs. Ray had several service
stations before becoming a petroleum distributor for MFA. He retired from
MFA in 1982. During retirement, Ray enjoyed spending his time playing golf,
hunting, fishing, and traveling with his wife. Ray was a long time member of
Trinity Baptist Church in Willow Springs, the VFW, and the Willow Springs
Masonic Lodge. On September 13, 2011, Ray was privileged and honored to
be on one of the Ozarks Honor Flights to Washington, DC to visit the WWII
Memorial, something he was very proud of. He will be greatly missed by his



family and those who knew him. 
 

Ray was preceded in death by his parents, his brother, Arthur; his sister,
Velma Houston, and his wife Mary in 2004. 

 

Ray is survived by his four children Marilyn Cummins and her husband Glen
of Lebanon, MO; Carolyn Sorrells and her husband Gary of Monett, MO; 

 Jim Sherrill of Palm Springs, CA; and Becky Bonacker and her husband Bob
of Lee's Summit, MO. He is also survived by his sister, Lucille Cox of Willow
Springs. 

He is further survived by his grandchildren Chris Mackey and his wife, Andrea
of Jonesboro, AR; Carrie Hammond and her husband Billy of Lebanon, MO;
Gary Sorrells, Jr. of Ponce, Puerto Rico; Kelley McCaffrey and her husband
Joe of Monett, MO; and Michael Sherrill of Modesto, CA. He is also survived
by eight great grandchildren; Alex Johnson and her husband Ahmad, Erin,
Abby, Trinity, Mitchell, Maddox and Mason as well as several cousins and
close friends. 

 

Funeral services for Mr. Sherrill will be held Friday, March 20th at 2:00pm, at
the Willow Funeral Home, located at 106 E. Third Street in Willow Springs
with Pastor Ed Hamilton officiating. A visitation will be held Friday from 1pm -
2pm prior to the commencement of the funeral service. Burial will immediately
follow the service at the Willow Springs City Cemetery with military honors.
Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice Compassus, the American
Lung Assn., or the charity of your choice in Ray's name. Arrangements are
under the direction of Willow Funeral Home. On line condolences may be
made at www.willowspringsfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Willow Springs City Cemetery

State Rte DD
Willow Springs, MO 65793

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 20. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Willow Funeral Home, LLC
106 E 3rd St
Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3141

Service

MAR 20. 2:00 PM (CT)

Willow Funeral Home, LLC
106 E 3rd St
Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3141
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Tom Pringle - September 10, 2019 at 03:04 PM

Between 1993 and 1998, I lived at 709 Park Street in Willow
Springs, next door to Ray and Mary. It was truly an honor to know
them. We loved them. 
 
Ray's brother, Arthur, was the mail carrier at my grandparents'
(Arthur "Art" and Flossie Pringle) farm on what is now Pine Road off
of AZ & 137. He always had candy for a little boy like me that was
there when he delivered the mail. 
 
I'm sorry I was working an oilfield of Oklahoma and did not hear of
raise passing in a timely manner, therefore, I was unable to attend
his services and pay my respects. 
 
Many blessings to you all.

Jacquelyn Spence Coker - April 12, 2015 at 01:34 AM

Marilyn and Carolyn, I am Jacquelyn (Jacie) Spence Coker. My
parents, the late Lawrence (L.L.) and Dorothea (Dot) were good
friends with your parents. I remember many good times of playing
with the two of you when our parents got together for meals. Our
dads would call each other "Lum" and "Abner" when they bumped
into each other. The first one addressed was "Lum" and the second,
"Abner" - thus the names passed back and forth depending who
said the first greeting. 
 
May the Lord comfort you with good memories of both of your
parents. 

  
Sincerely, 

 Jacie Spence Coker
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Bob, Kim, and Michael - March 20, 2015 at 01:21 PM

Bob, Kim, and Michael purchased the Cherished
Memories - Multicolor Pastel for the family of
Johnnie R. Sherrill.

Chris Mackey - March 19, 2015 at 02:05 PM

3 files added to the album New Album Name

KELLEY MCCAFFREY - March 19, 2015 at 11:02 AM

KELLEY MCCAFFREY lit a candle in memory
of Johnnie R. Sherrill
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